158                        MYSELF AND MY FRIENDS

The guardian angel of finance was Lord Howard
de Walden From the day when I went to see him in
Belgrave Square until the last hour of my management,
he poured his material generosity and constructive
taste into my work The man who gives financial
support to theatrical enterprise may do so from one or
more of several motives He may be a rich man, with
a love of the theatre He may be sanguine enough to
hope that there is money in the theatre He may
himself be an artist and feel the camaraderie which
artists have for one another Lord Howard de Walden,
I am convinced, bestowed his patronage upon the
theatre on the principle of noblesse oblige as one who
recognises the obligations of wealth to keep alive and
cultivate the love of art

Then came a Shakespeare season at the Savoy
theatre which brought me the happiest experience
which an actress can have the playing in company
with a splendid cast and the enthusiasm of those whose
judgment is as sure as it is generous

Albert Rutherston and Norman Wilkinson of Four
Oaks never did finer work than in designing costumes
and scenery for the plays There were many changes
from the star-actor-manager's way of producing Shakes-
peare The Elizabethan tradition was restored and the
Apron stage was used The first play was I"A Winter's
Tale" in which I played Hermione Shaw wrote

"            the spectators were so utterly extinguished

by the splendour of the costumes that they might as
well wear jerseys and tam-o'-shanters as try to make
fashion-plates of themselves in the ordinary, common
way "

Letters of appreciation poured in upon us, in spite
of the fact that our popularity never reached the
suburbs, where so many letters seem to come from

M^rgot Asquith, always the first to appreciate
beautiful things and always helpful in her criticism,
wrote